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Newsletter #190: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Happy Friday everyone! Spring is finally around the corner although sometimes I 
wonder if we are still in Winter since we have more than an occasional day with snow on 
the ground. But hey, we are in Chicago! With Spring comes the hectic schedule of 
endless auctions. For the normal person with a job other than numismatics it can be a 
daunting experience to “page” through the endless auction possibilities both electronic 
and live. Speaking of live auctions, we are going to start seeing more of these happen as 
time moves forward. As the cases of Covid become less serious, we will notice more in 
person auctions. I will start visiting auctions more as time moves forward. In person 
viewing is always preferable to online videos if one has the option. 


Next week starts a long period of live auctions with interesting material. 
Bruun Rasmussen Auction 907 (26 April) 


Bruun Rasmussen, out of Copenhagen, Denmark is conducting their auction 907 with 
two lovely catalogs. The first catalog contains the Kasten B. Kold Collection of highly 
important Danish and Norwegian Coins (part 1). The collection was largely sold ina 
private deal in 2014 so the 130 coins in this catalog represent the best ones that were 
kept by the owner and now come to the auction block. I am particularly interested in 
early Danish and Norwegian hammered coins. Their whimsical designs are fun and 
thought provoking. There are other coins like lot 17 that is a 1/2 dukat from 1644 under 
Christian IV which shows a legend in Hebrew. The cover piece is lot 122, a daler from 
1670 under the Danish/Norwegian ruler Christian V (1670-1699). Christian V is the first 
Danish / Norwegian regent to ascend the throne as an autocratic king. The note in the 
catalog states “Gunnar Thesen has in Norway's coins in the Danish era registered five 
known copies: 2 in private ownership (of which this is one) and 3 in "public" 
collections: KKMS, L.E .: Bruun (10088) and the Dresden Art Museum”. 


The second catalog has 247 lots and contains more Danish-centric coins as well as 
ancient and world. Lot 268 starts the ancient section with a beautiful pedigreed 
Akanthos tetradrachm (c. 480-470 BC) from a 2001 Bank Leu auction (lot 155). It is also 
featured in the relatively new coffee table publication “Apollo to Apollo Collection” 
(number 15.6 and fully illustrated on p. 69). Lot 320 is the cover piece, a beautiful 
collection of gold medals showing the Danish royal lineage from the House of 
Oldenberg. This collection is unique. 
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Already much discussed and described in the previous newsletter so I will simply point 
out that this auction starts on April 27 and continues until April 29. Please note that this 
live sale starts at 9:30 a.m. in Frankfurt, Germany which means 3:30 a.m. EST, 2:30 a.m. 
CST, 1:30 a.m. MT and 12:30 a.m. PST. The Dr. Pliimacher collection of ancient coins 
does not start until 14:00 in Germany. I will be available for bids in the catalog 430 
portion (lots 1-445) but please get in touch soon if you would like help, otherwise, I’ ll 
be starting my live bidding for the ancient portion of catalog 431 at 14:00 German time. 


Kolbe & Fanning Auction 163 - The Numismatic Library of Sydney F. Martin (30 April) 


We sadly lost the former American Numismatic Society President, Sydney (Syd) Martin 
in January 2021. Along with his outstanding colonial coin collection, Syd possessed a 
wonderful numismatic library. Kolbe and Fanning will have the honor to auction his 
books on April 30. There are 471 lots in this dedicated catalog to Mr. Martin. In recent 
months there have been some great libraries that have come to the auction block. This 
library has thoughtfully preserved books with beautiful bindings. There are also some 
rare annotated books that will undoubtedly be cherished by future owners. The sale 
begins at 12:00 PM EST and will be conducted on their wonderful online platform. 


Morton & Eden Auction 115 (5 May) 


The M&E sale on May 5 has 518 lots of Ancient Greek, Roman, Byzantine and British 
coinage. The first part of the auction contains coins from an anonymous “European 
Ambassador” who formed his/her collection in the 1950’s and 1960’s. There area 
number of gold staters of Philip II and Alexander III. Interestingly the collector didn’t 
seem to buy from auctions but rather privately as none of the pieces have pedigrees 
other than the vague one specified above. This isn’t meant to be suspicious, but rather 
exemplifies how many coins from old collections were very often purchased from 
private deals rather than in auction. As MOU’s become more prevalent in the 
numismatic world, we as dealers and collectors begin to keep better notes of where we 
purchased something. Such was not the case with many older collections. These coins 
are not “off limits” to collectors but we should recognize that moving forward that 
keeping invoices is extremely important to prove that coins have been out of the 
country of origin before a MOU began. The last section of the catalog is dedicated to an 
extensive collection of Byzantine coins from the same owner. For those interested in 
Byzantine coinage this catalog is one to check out. 


Oslo Myntgalleri AS, Auctions 28-30 (6-8 May) 


Oslo Myntgalleri AS has three interesting sales coming up at the beginning of May. The 
most interesting for myself and my clients is auction 28, the Schgyen Collection of 
Ancient Coins. The collector writes a very interesting introduction (in Norwegian but 
also English!) which details his life starting as a young teenager and buying his first 
coins in Hamburg in 1956 and culminating with his expansive collection of Vespasian 
coinage. There are several interesting and provocative types to be certain in this sale. 
The collector focussed on the larger Decadrachm denomination and lots 4-14 are 
various types across the Greek city states. Then the collector turns to the earliest of all 
coins ever made in the western world, Lydian electrum, at the “dawn of coinage” 
around c. 650 BC. Afterwards a substantial grouping of Tyrian shekels with various 
pedigrees are available. With lot 64 and until lot 223 comes an interesting and 
important collection of provincial coinage centered almost exclusively on Vespasian (as 
the collector so aptly points out in his introduction). His commitment to completeness 
is evident and I’m sure selling this will be a bittersweet moment for him. There is an 
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emperors/empresses contained within it. There is even a military diploma that looks to 
be very intact (lot 278). It was on display at the Astrup Fearnley Museum of Modern Art 
from 3 June-14 July, 1996 as well as at the Kistefos Museum in Norway from 22 May -25 
Sept 2005. If anything this catalog should become a staple in future numismatic 
libraries for its well rounded collection of Vespasian. 


I will be phone bidding in this auction so please get in touch if you would like 
representation help. This sale does have a later European start time of 16:00 so 
following the auction will be easier for the U.S. folks. 


NAC Sales 131/132 (30-31 May) 


A quick note regarding the highly anticipated NAC sales. I’ve received word that the 
catalog will be launched online next week sometime. The paper catalogs are already 
being sent out and I will receive a number of catalogs. Please let me know if you would 
like one. I viewed much of the sale whilst in London on my recent trip. There are some 
coins that were added after my trip so my viewing was not totally complete. More to 
come on NAC in next week’s newsletter. 


Along with NAC, I will be discussing the upcoming CNG 120 Mail Bid Sale, as well as 
Nomos and Leu. 


CSNS Show (27-30 April) 


There will be the Central States Numismatic Society show in Schaumburg, IL. I do not 
have a table this year as in the past. If my auction schedule allows it, I may attend the 
show one day to meet with clients and do viewing for the upcoming Heritage sale. I’ve 
heard from a few of you regarding viewing a few of my coins. If you are attending and 
want to see something from my inventory please do let me know and I will discuss a 
possible meeting. Below is a show guide for those interested: 


https://www.centralstatesnumismaticsociety.org/convention 


Coin of the Week 


ROMAN EMPIRE, Caracalla. 198-217 AD. Syria. Seleucis and Pieria. Antioch, c. 202-204 
AD. AR Cistophoric Tetradrachm, 15.48g (26mm, 12h). -AYT-KAI- -ANTONEINOC: -CEB: 
Laureate head of Caracalla to right / AHMAPX:€&-YIIATOC Tyche seated right on rocks, 
holding poppy and two grain ears in her right hand; below, half-length figure of river- 
god Orontes swimming to right, head left. 


Pedigree: From the collection of Regierungsrat Dr. iur. Hans Krahenbuhl, ex Munzen & 
Medaillen AG FPL 336, July 1972, 39 and Hess-Leu 41, 24-25 April 1969, 318. 


References: McAlee 662. Prieur 187 


Grade: Beautifully toned with a sharp strike. Some minor pitting and areas of wear on the 
reverse. almost Mint State 


Price: $5,500 
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Caracalla was a member of the Severan dynasty, the son of the founder and Roman 
emperor Septimius Severus. Caracalla is most likely remembered for his hatred and 
utter disdain of his younger brother Geta. So strong was his disaffection that he had 
Geta killed by centurions in the arms of his mother Julia Domna. After this horrific 
event, he then proceeded to literally wipe Geta’s existence from the historical record. He 
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Caracalla didn’t live much longer than his brother, dying at the young of 29. His biggest 
contribution to the Roman people was the Antonine Constitution, better known as the 
Caracalla Edict of 212 which allowed Roman citizenship to nearly all freemen in the 
Roman Empire. Other notable achievements were the construction of the famous baths 
of Caracalla, as well as the introduction of anew denomination, the antoninianus, 
which was approximately a double denarius in weight. 


Caracalla was killed in 217 BC by a disgruntled soldier and was replaced by the short- 
lived emperor Macrinus. 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/roman-empire/roman-empire-carcalla-198-217- 
ad-syria-seleucis-and-pieria-antioch-c-202-204-ad 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


If you are interested in any other coins I have to offer please visit my website: 
https: //www.shannaschmidt.com/ 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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